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TO:     European Youth Forum Member Organisations

FROM:
Joao Salviano, Bureau Member, Health and Global Youth Work Development

         
Saray Espejo, Project Officer Young People: For a Life without Tobacco?

Ludvig Hubendick, Policy Officer, Health and Sustainable Development

Young People: For a Life without Tobacco?

Call for participants

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 30th APRIL 2006

The final convention of the project “Young People: For a Life without Tobacco?”  is organised by the European Youth Forum in Brussels 18 - 21 of May 2006” 

The European Youth Forum is happy to announce the EU wide Conference in the framework of the project “Young People: For a Life without Tobacco?” This is an opportunity to directly influence EU and policy-makers in the formation of a Young Europeans Manifesto. It is also an opportunity to network with other National Youth Councils and member organisations of the European Youth Forum across Europe. Your organisation is invited to send up to 8 participants to the conference held in Brussels on the 18-21 May 2006. 
About the project

The main aim of the project is to develop a European Manifesto coming from youth organisations. This Manifesto is supposed to list opinions and recommendations on Tobacco-policy and it will be presented to the Commission, the European parliament etc. and used in advocacy work. The European Manifesto will summarise the opinions of the participants of the convention. Nevertheless the European Manifesto would need to be adopted by the membership of the European Youth Forum in order to become an official YFJ document. 

The objectives of the project are to inform on Tobacco policies, as well as to increase the possibilities of youth organisations in EU and national policy making, particularly concerning Health and Tobacco. This has been done through consultations. Each group of organisers of the national consultations have design an adapted form to their national realities: conferences, vistis to schools, tours over the country, questionnaires etc have taken place. As well a website of the campaign was launched in January including discussion forums in 4 languages (www.youthandtobacco.org)  

The project has been developed in several steps:
· November 3-5 2005 – Youth + Tobacco? – Launch Event
· November 2005 to April 2006 – National consultation process including conferences in almost all member states of the EU, 

· May 18 – 21 2006 – Young People: For a Life without Tobacco?”– Convention to finalise the Manifesto
About the EU wide Convention in May

The convention in May is the biggest event organised within the project. During the convention, the national Manifestos will be put together into a final Manifesto of youth organisations from the EU. A draft manifesto, based on the national manifestos will be prepared by the YFJ.  The 200 participants of the conference will have the possibility to revise the draft European Manifesto, and after a weekend of work come out with a finalised version of the European Manifesto. Moreover, the Convention will be a good opportunity to network with other oprganisations interested in the same issues and discuss how lobbying can be carried out on with the help of the national and European manifestos.

It is really important that your organisation participates in this event! At the conference you will get the chance to discuss the European Manifesto as well as to learn more on how the rest of countries organised the national consultations. If your organisation would like to present something special related to conference organising and/or health policy please contact us in advance! 

What are the selection criteria for the participants in this event?
We are looking forward to inviting 8 participants per each country of the EU. All participants must comply with the following criteria:

· Be between 18-35 years old;

· Have to come from a member organisation of the European Youth Forum;
· NYCs are encouraged to send members of your National Youth Council Board, Communication responsible or members of your Health Board (if you have one) preferably if they took part in the national consultation process.

· INGYOs are also encouraged to nominate active young people at a national level from their membership that took part in the projects at national level

· Be committed to share information about the organisation s/he is representing;

· Have a good command of the English language;

· Be committed to take active part in the whole activity;
· Be citizen of a member state of the European Union. 
Practicalities

Where: Brussels

When: Arrival of participants 18 May evening departure afternoon the 21 May

Deadline: Please fax the attached participation form no later than 30 April 
Costs: The travel cost will be reimbursed according to the European Commission rules (full travel reimbursement under submission of the invoices and tickets). Food and accommodation is also covered.

Questions: Contact Saray Espejo, Project Officer Young People: For a Life without Tobacco?  at saray.espejo@youthforum.org or +32 -2 286 94 28.

NOTE!!
Applicants should send their participation form to the European Youth Forum (attention: Saray Espejo tel. +32 2 286 94 28, fax +32 2 230 21 23, e-mail: saray.espejo@youthforum.org).
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